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SIVAJNANABODHA, WITH VRTTI OF
- SADASIVA SIVACARYA

edited by
A. A. RAMANATHAN, M.A., L.T.,

and
T.H. VISWANATHAN.

Siddhanta Saivism is a Philosophy that is expounded by the
Vedas and $iv5gamas. Scholars are inclined to view that the
Svetagvatara Upanisad is the source of this Philosophy. Siva-
gamas or divine revelations as they are regarded by Saivites, twenty
eight in number, have four padams each called Kriya, Carya, Yoga
and jianapadams. They deal elaborately with the Saiva philo-
sophy, the nature and definition of three padéirthas viz. Pas'u,
Pati and Pisa, in their jidnapadams while they deal with other.
items like construction of images, conducting of festivals in
temples etc., in the other three sections. In some cases jiiZna-
padams contain some sitras and stanzas which reveal briefly the
essence of the S'@ivaphilosophy.

Sivajiianabodha, the present work, belongs to this category.
This work, consiting of twelve stanzas which are also called siitras
on account of their brevity in their style, froms part of Raurava-
gama, In this work important siddhintas or viewpoints of
Siddhanta Saivism have been put in a nutshell and hence this is,
as it appears, also called siddhanta satra, under which title this
has been described in the Catalogue of the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library, Madras. It is believed as stated in the
commentary itself that these stanzas or sutras form the 73rd
chapter of the Pas'avimocana patala of Rauravigama though it is
not found in the Rauravagama that has been recently published by
the French School of Indology, Pondicherry. Since the Rauravi-
gama published there is, as it appears, not a complete work, it
may explain why this work is not found therein.

This is a standard work in siddhanta Saiva Philosophy and
Saivites used to have these sutras by heart in order to recite them
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whenever they found time even while they were moving from
place to place. This has been commented upon by many great
scholars in Saiva Philosophy like §1va.grayog1 jhanaprakasa
vaEcharya, etc. Some of these commentarics are very brief, some
elaborate and some take the middle course. The large number of
commentaries on this work indicate the importance that is attached
to this work. Sivagrayogi’s commentary has been prmted in
Grantha script by S'aradavilas Press, Kumbakonam.

This is accompanied by a brief commentary of Sadés'iva
Sivacarya disciple of Isvara S'ivacarya and the head of Manikantha
Mutt. Except this nothing is known about the author. The
simplicity of the style,'the impressive nature of the commentary
and the large number of passages quoted from authoritative works
are the main considerations that prompted us to take it up for
publication though it is available only in a single copy with a
profusion of scribal errors.

The text and commentary published herein are based ona
single paper manuscript written in Telugu script and preserved in
the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library under D. No. 5556.
The size of the volume is 20.6 x 16.5 centimeters. 1t is full of
scribal errors and many of the works quoted herein are not yet
printed. Hence the text has been corrected as far as posmble
with the material available here,
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SELECT OPINIONS
1. “The Bulletin of the Government Oriental Manuscripts

.‘%1brary maintains its usual variety of subject matter in different
“languages edited by scholars and researchers connected with the

g ° Library and Madras University......... It is gratifying to note that

g,

the Bulletin has come to stay as a valuable research publication. *’

“ INDIAN EXPRESS,”
9th October 1949.

2. “The Government of Madras deserve the congratulatmns
of the scholarly public for starting this Bulletin.....coeeueininsnnnees

“ THE HINDU
28th November 1948.

i
3. «“It will beavery suitable medium for bringing to the
notice of the scholars the vast treasures of gems your Library
possesses. This is a most laudable undertaking and I wish it
every success.” v
M. M. Dr. P. V. KANE, M.A.,LL.M.,D.LITT.,

Vice-Chancellor, Bombay University.

4. «It is indeed a good idea to start this Bulletin with the
object of making the contents of those manuscripts available
outside. ’

: S. K.DE, M.A.,p.LITT. (Lond)
Professor and Head of the Department of Sanskrit,
University of Dacca (RetzreaD

5. «“TIam very pleased with the new start. This is indeed,
the best way of rendering useful the large number of smaller

manuscripts. ’
Pror. Dr. F.O. SCHRADER.

Keil, Germany.
6. It is a commendable attempt and I wish you success in

your endeavour.”
_ P. LAKSHMIKANTHAM:

Reader and Head of the Department of Telugu,
Andhra University.
Waltair.

7. <1 congratulate you and other organizers for the

- publication of this very useful Bulletin. Your Library is a unique

one in the whole country. Your Bulletm can gradually publish
the contents of the whole collection.’

P. K. ACHARYA, LE.S. M.A. (Calcutta),
pH.D. (Leyden), D.LITT. (London),
Head of the Department of Sanskrit and
Ez-Dean of the Faculty of Arts.
. University of Allahabad.
8. It has a great future.”

ULLUR S. PARAMESVARA AYYAR,
Trivandrum.
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AN APPEAL

The Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras
_is unique in point of variety’ and vastness of collections,
covering a very wide field of Indian Literature in
Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu Marathi, Arabic, Persian and Urdu.
The date of several of the Manuscripts go back torr

28

A5 e;&m 2B

many hundreds of years. From an academic point of view,
these collections contain some very interesting specimens of
Literary, Scientifiic, Historical and Artistic importance.
A large number of them have not yet been printed and some of .
them are available only in this Library. With a view
placing these manuscripts in the hands of the public in a'
printed form, the Goverment of Madras were pleased to
_ sanction the starting of a BULLETIN under the auspices of
the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library. In the first VIf‘”'
instance, it was proposed to issue twd number in a year and
the first Volume was issued in 1948. Thd . humber of
Volume XVI is now issued. It contains a crltlcal. edition of
original works in Sanskrit, Tamil, and Persian. The annual
subscription is only Rs.4 inland and §. shillings forelgn
Scholars, Patrons of Culture, Universities, Public lerarl”‘_‘ 4
and Educational -Institutions are requested enrol then
selves as subscribers for this Bulletin and thus encourag'e
the cause of Oriental Studies and Culture.

A. A. RAMANATHAN
Curator
Government Oriental Manuscripts Librar"y. A

TRIPLICANE,
MADRAS-5.
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